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Acts XIV. 15, & 2 


That ye ſhould turn from theſe vanities unto the living 
God, who made Heaven and Earth and the Sea, and 
all things that are therein : Who in times paſt ſuffer d 
all Nations to walk in their own ways. Nevertheleſs, 
he left not himſelf without witneſs, in that he did good, 

and gave us Rain from Heaven, and fruitfull Sea- 
ſons, filling our hearts with Food and Gladneſs. 


\ LL the Arguments, that can be brought, 


p or-cart be demanded, for the Exiſtence of 
| God, may, perhaps not abſurdly, be re- 
duced to three General Heads : The Fir/t of which 
will include all the Proofs from the Vital and Intel. 
ligenc portions of the Univerſe,'the Organical Bodies 
of the various Animals, and the Immaterial Souls 
of Men. Which Living and Underſtanding Sub- 
ſtances, as they make incomparably the moſt con- 
{iderable and noble Part of the naturally known and 
viſible Creation ; ſo they do the moſt clearly and 
cogently demonſtrare to Philoſophical Enquirers the 
neceſſary Self-exiftence, and omnipotent Power, 
and unſearchable Wiſdom, and boundleſs Benefi- 
cence of their Maker. This firſt Fopick therefore 
was very fitly and divinely made uſe of by our A- 
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poltle in his Conference with Philoſophers and chat 


Ghap- 17. inquititive People of Athens : the latter. ſpending their: 
time in nothing elſe but either to tell or to hear ſome new 
thing ; and the other to call in queſtion the moſt 
evident Truths, that were deliver'd. and receiv'd of 
Old. And theſe Arguments we have hitherto pur- 


{ned in their utmoſt latitude and extent. 


So that 


now we ſhall proceed to the Second Head, or the 
Proots of a Deity from the Inanimarte part of the 
World ; ſeeing that even Natural Reaſon, as well 

PA. 19.1.5 the Holy Scripture, aſſures us, Thar the Heavens 
declare the Glory of God, and the. Firmament ſheweth his 

Jer: $115: Fiandy-work That he made the Earth by his power, He 
hath eſtabliſhed the World by his wiſdom, and hath ſtretch- 
PCl.148.5.ed ont the Heaven by his underſtanding ; "That He com: 
manded and they were created; he hath alſo eſtabliſhed 

747.8. them for ever and ever ; He covereth the Heavens with 


65.2. Clouds, He prepareth Ram for the Earth, He crown: 


eth the Year with his Goodneſs. 


Theſe Reaſons for God's Exiſtence, from the 
Frame and Syſtem of the World, as they are equal- 
ly crue with the Former, ſo they have always been 
more popular and plauſible to the illiterate part of 


Lucrer. 5. Praterea cel: ra- 


Mankind-; inſomuch.asthe Epicureans, 


$1ones- ordine certo, Of varia an» and (ome others, have obſer ved, that 


20rumM cernebant rempora werti: 


& lib. 6. Nam bene qu aidice- MENS contemplating the moſt ample 
re Deos ſeeurmm agere em! - Arch of the Firmament, the innume- 


tamen interea mirantur, &c.Cic. 


rable 


—_— 


from the Frame of the World, 3. 


bo Nat. Deor. lib. 2. Qui hunc” 
rabſc mulcirude of the SUATrs, the _ —_— gn qui Ka tam 


tos «= 
gular Riſing and Setting. of che Sun, —_— diner, re. Phurarch, 


7 de plac. phil. 1. 6. ©4# 3d 5v- 
the periodical and conſtant Viciſhi- OD Hier dui Ty paurgres 


tudes of Day and Night and Sealons gz{gwv, garns Tires eandane 
of the Year, and the other Aﬀections _— bt wages 
of. Meteors and Heavenly Bodies, was ogroie TIER: 
the principal and almoſt only oround 

and occalion, that the Notion of a God came firſt 
into the World :. making no mention of the former 
Proof from the Frame of Human Nature, That in- 
God we Live and Move and have our Being . Which. 
Argument being ſo natural and intrinſecal co Man- 
kind, doth nevertheleſs (I know not how) ſeem 
more remote and obſcure to the Generality of Men; 
who are readier to fetch a Reaſon from the immenſe 
diſtance of the ſtarry Heavens and the outmoſt. 
Walls of the World, than ſeek one at home, with-. 
in themſelves, in their own Faculties and Conſticu- 
tions. So that hence we may perceive, how pru- 
dently That was waved, and the Second here inſiſt. 

ed on by St. Paul to the rude and {imple Semi-bar: 
barians of Lycaonia : He left not himfelf. without wit- 
neſs, in that he did good, and gave us Rain from Hea- 
ven, and fruitfull Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food 
and Gladneſs. Which words we ſhall now interpret. 
in a large and free Acceprtation ;. ſo that this Second. 
Theme may comprehend. all che Brute Inanimate 


Matter 
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Matter of the Univerſe, as the Former compriſed all 
viſible Creatures in the World, that have Under- 
ſtanding or Senſe or Vegetable Life. Theſe twe 
Arguments are the Voices of Nature, the unani- 
-mous Suffrages of all real Beings and Subſtances cre- 
ated, that are naturally knowable without Revela- 
tion. And if, Laſtly, in the Third place, we can 
-evince the Divine Exiftence from the Adjundts and 
Circumſtances of Human Life ; if we find in all A- 
ges, inall.civilized Nations, an Univerſal Belief and 
Worſhip of a Divinity ; if we find many unque. 
ſtionable Records of Super-natural and Miraculous 
Effects; if we find many faithfull Relations of Pro- 
phecies punctually accompliſhed, of Prophecies ſo 
well atteſted, above the ſuſpicion of Falſhood, ſo 
remote and particular and unlikely ro come to paſs, 
beyond che poſfibiliry of good Guefling or the mere 
Foreſight of Human Wiſdom; if we find a moſt 
warrantable tradition, that at fundry times and in di- 
vers manners God ſpake unto Mankind by his Prophets and 
by bis Son and his Apoſtles, who have deliver'd co us 
in Sacred Wricings a clearer Revelation of his Divine 
Nature and Will : if, I ſay, this Third Topick from 
Human Teſtimony be formd agrecable to the ſtand. 
ing Vote and Atteſtation of Nature, Whar further 
proofs can be demanded or deftred? what fuller e- 
vidence <can our Adverſaries require, ſeeing all the 
Claſles 


_ | : Joon the Frame if the Warld.” 


_ CSY OT EO: 


Claſſes of known Beings are ſummoned to-appear? 
Would they have us bring more Witneſtes, than 


the All of the World ? and will they nor ſtand to. 


the grand Verdict and Determination - of the Uni- 
verſe? They are incurable Infidels, that perlilt to 
deny a Deity; when all Creatures inthe World, as 


well ſpiritual as corporeal, all from Human Race 
to the loweſt of Inſects, from the Cedar of Libanus 


to the Moſs upon the Wall, from the vaſt Globes 


of the Sun and Planets to the ſmalleſt Particles of 


Duſt, do declare their abfolute dependance upon 


the firſt Author and Fountain'ot all Being and Mo- - 


tion and Life, the only Eternal and Self-exiftenr 


God; with whom inhabit all Majeſty and Wiſdom - 


and Goodnels for ever and ever. 


Bur before I'enter upon this Argument from' the - 
Origin and Frame of the World ; it will nat be a- 


miſs to premiſe ſome Particulars, that may ſerve 


for an illuſtration of the Text, and be a proper In-. 


troduction to our Diſcourſe thereupon. | 
As the Apoſtles, Barnabas and Paul, were preach- 
ing the Goſpel at Ly/tra a City of Lycaonia in Afia 


Ver. 8. - 


the Leſs, among the reſt of their Auditors there wasa 


lame Cripple from his Birth, whom Paut command- 


ed with a loud-voice, Fo ſtand upright on his feet; - 


and immediately by a miraculous Energy he leap- 
ed and walked. Let us compare the preſent Cir: 


cumſtances 


— 
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Ver. 17. 


| proceedin gs. 


cnmitances with thole of my former Text, and 
obſerve the remarkable difference in the Apoſtle's 
No queſtion but there were ſeveral 
Cripples at Athens, ſo very large and populous a Ci 
ty; and if that could be dubious,I might add,that the 
very Climare dilpoled the Inhabitants to imporency 
in the Feet. Atthide tentantur greſſus, oculique in A- 
cheats Finibus---- are the words of Lucretins ; which 
'tis probable he tranſcribed from Epicurus a Garget- 
tian and Native of Athens, and therefore an unque- 
ſtionable Evidence in a matter of this nature. Nei- 
theris it likely, that all che Athenian Cripples ſhould 
eſcape the ſight of Sr. Paul ; ſeeing he diſputed there 
im the Market daily with them that met him. How 
comes it to pals then, that we do not hear of a like 
Miracle in that City; which one would think might 
have greatly conduced to the Apoſtle's defign, and 
have converted, or at leaſt confuted and pur to f1- 
lence the Epicureans and Stoicks ? But it is not difh- 
cult to give an account of this ſeeming Diſparity ; if 
we attend to tne Qualifications of the Lame perſon 


at Lyſtra: whom Paul ſtedfaſtly beholding, and 


Ver.9. perceiving that he had Faith to be healed, ſaid with a 


Luke 18. 
42. 


loud voice, Stand uprizht on thy feet. This 1s the ne- 
ceſlary Condition, that was always required by 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles. And Feſus ſaid unto 
the blind man, Receive thy fight, thy Faith hath ſaved 


thee : 


from the Frame of the World. 7 
thee ; and to the Woman that had the Iflue of 
Blood, Danzhter, be of good comfort, thy Faith hath 8:44 
made thee whole, goin peace. "Twas want of Faith 

in our Saviour's Countrymen, which hindr'd hit 
from ſhedding among them the fſalutary Emanati- 

ons of his Divine Vertue : And he did not many mighty Matt. 13. 
works there, becauſe of their unbelief. There were : 
many diſeaſed perſons in his'own "Country, 'but ve- 

ry few that were rightly diſpoſed for a ſupernatural 
Cure. St. Mark hath a very obſervable Expreſſion 

upon the ſame occaſion: And he could do no mighty Muck. 65. 
work there, ſave that he laid his hands upon a few fuck 

folk, and healed them. Ks 8x iSvvaro indi 83:yutav Sevapem 
oz, We read in St, Luke 5. 17. And the power 
(Serzpuc) of the Lord was preſent to heal them, And, 

chap. 6. v. 19, And the whole multitude ſought to touch 

him : for there went vertue (Sivews) out of him, and 
healed them all. Seeing then that jStrew and Straus 

are words of the ſame Root and Signification ; ſhall 

we ſo interpret the Evangeliſt, as if our Saviour had 

not Power to work Miracles among his unbelieving 
Countrymen? This is the paſſage, which that im- 

pious and impure Atheiſt Lxcilio Vanino 1ingled out ;,,,,,. ».. 
tor his Text in his prerended and mock Apology *' : +39 
for the Chriſtian Religion ; wickedly inſinuaring, as 

if the Prodigies|of Chriſt were mere Impoſtures and 

ated by Confederacy: and therefore where the 

B Spectators 


3 
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Spectators were incredulous, and conſequently 
watchfull and ſuſpicious, and nor eaſily impoied. 
on, he could do no mighty Work there ; there his 
Arm was {hortned, and his Power and Vercue too: 
feeble for ſuch ſupernatural Effects. Bur the groſs. 
Abſurdity is no leſs conſpicuous, than the villainous 
Blaſphemy of this ſuggeſtion. For can it be cre- 
dible to any rational perſon, that Sr. Mark could 
haye that meaning ? that he ſhould tax his Lord. 
and Saviour, whom he knew to be God Almighty, 
with Deficiency of power ? He could do no mighty 


| Works ; that is, he would do none, becaule of their 


Ti7o do ) & $0105 ouyy- 
Sela quan own idbi Tis av. 
So Juvapa is volo, as 4.20. 
7ohn 7. 7. and $A # poſſum. 
Vid. Buda Comm. L. Gr. 


Se John ceive his Doctrine. ( 


Unbelief. There's a frequent change of thoſe words. 
in all Languages of the World. And we may ap- 
peal with St. Chryſoſtom to the com-- 
mon cuſtom of Speech, whatever 
Country we live in. This therefore 
is the genuine Sence of that expreſli-- 
on; Chriſt would not heal their infirmities, becauſe 
of the hardneſs and ſlowneſs of their Hearts, in that 
they believed him not. And I think there is not 
one inſtance in all the Hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
ment of a Miracle done for any ones ſake, that did 
not believe Jeſus to bea good perſon, and ſent from 
God; and had not a diſpoſition of Heart fit to re- | 
For to believe he was the Mel- 


 Mart.36. fias and Son of God, was not then abſolutely ne- 
I4. ; : : 


cellary, 


from the Frame of the World. 9 
ceſſary, nor rigidly exa&ted; the moſt Signal of 
the Prophecies being not yet fulfilled by him, till 
his Paſhon and Reſurre&tion.) So Herod hoped in 
vain to have ſeen ſome Miracle done by him : And when 
the Phariſees ſought of him a ſign from Heaven, tempting Marks.i:. 
him; they received this diſappointing Anſwer, Yerily 

T ſay unto you, There ſhall no Sign be given to this gene- 

ration. And we may obſerve in the Goſpels, That 

where the Perſons themſelves were incapable of ac- 

cual Faith; yet the Friends and Relations of thoſe war. 7. 
Dead that were raiſed again to life, of thole Lu- [4e'%s. 5; 
naticks and Demoniacks that were reſtored ro their 

right minds, were ſuch as ſought after him and be- 

lieved on him. And as to the healing of Malchus's TY 
Ear, it was a peculiar and extraordinary Caſe : For 5: | 
though the perſon was wholly unworthy of fo gra- 

cious a Cure ; yet inthe account of the meek Lamb 

of God it was a kind of Injury done to him by the 
fervidnels of St. Peter, who knew not yet what Spi- 

rit he was of, and that his Maſter's Kingdom was 

not of this World. But beſides this obvious mean- 

ing of the Words of the Evangeliſt, there may per: 

haps be a ſublimer Senſe couched under the Exprel- 

ſion. For in the Divine Nature Will and Can are 

| frequently the (elf-ſame thing; and Freedom and 
Neceflity, that are oppoſites here below, do in Hea- 


ven above moſt amicably agree and joyn hands toge- 
B 2 ther. 


Luk. 23.8. 
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there. And this is not a. Reſtraint, or Impotency ;. 
but the Royal Prerogative of che moſt abſolute King 
of Kings ; that he wills to do nothing but what he 
can; and that he cay do nothing which.is .repugnant 
to his divine Wiſdom .and efſential Goodnels. God 
cannat do what is unjuſt, nor{ay what is-untrue, nor 
promiſe with a mind to deceive. 'Opr Saviour there- 
fore could do no mighty Work ina Country af Un- 
believers ; becauſe it was not fit and reaſonable. And 
ſo we may ſay of our Apoſtle, who.was. afted by 
the Spirit of God ; . that he. could do no Miracle ar 
Athens, and. that becauſe of-their. Unbelief., There 
is a very ſad and melancholy. Account of the, ſucceſs 
Tools X . of his ſtay. there. Fowbeit. certain Men clave unto 
T5324 bim and. believed; A more diminutive expreſſion, 
than if they had been called a few. And we.do not 
find, that he ever. viſited this City again, as he did 
ſeveral others, where there were a competent num- 
ber of Diſciples: And indeed if we conſider the Ge- 
nius and Condition of the Athenians at that time, How 
vitious and corrupt they were; how conceited of : 
their own. Wit. and Science and Politeneſs, that - 
Ls. They had invented Corn and Oil 
Atbenienſus, unde hmnaxitae,co-, and diſtributed them, to. the. World. ; 


Avi li 's, 4 Y 9. >. 


Dione peranter, Moc. Fares. Learning, and Religion, and Laws 
ro.che. reſt of Mankind ; how. ſwoln 


and 7 


—C__ 
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and puffed up with the fulſome Flatteries of Philo- 
ſophers and Sophiſts and Poers of- the Stage: we 
cannot much wonder, that they ſhould fo. little re- 
oard an. unknown Stranger, . that preached unto © 
them an unknown: God.. 

I.am-aware of an Objection, That for ought we 
can now affirm, St. Paul might have done ſeveral. 
Miracles at Athens, though they be not related by 
St. Luke.. I confeſs I am far from..aflerting, Thar 
all the Miracles of- our Saviour are recorded in the $ John © 
Goſpels, or of his Apoſtles in the Acts. But ne- — 
vertheleſs,. in. the. preſent Circumſtances,.. I. chink © 
we.may conjecture, That it any Prodigy and. Won. 
der had been. performed: by. our Apoſtle.among 
thoſe curious and pragmatical Athenians; it. would 
have had ſuch a conſequence, as might. have. deler- 
ved ſome place-in Sacred Hiſtory, as-well . as this . 
before us at Lyſfra: where when . the people ſaw what Ver. 1: 
Paul had done, they lift up their voices, ſaying in the 
ſpeech of, Lycaonia, The Gods are come. down tous in the 
likeneſs of men : and the Prieſt came with Oxen and 
Garlands, and would have ſacrificed to them, as. 
to. Jupiter and Mercurius, That this was a common + 
Opinion among the Gentiles, that the Gods ſome-- 
times aſſumed. Human ſhape, and converſed upon 
Earth-as Strangers and Travellers, muft .needs be 
well known. to. any one, that ever looks into the. 
| ancient. 
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Eunapinus, 


” Cap. Sd 


Ver. 14. 


ancient Poets. Even the Vagabond Life of 4pol. 
lonius Tyanenſis ſhall be called by a bigoted Sophiſt, 
Enivulz 3; dvS2u74; O45, a Peregrination of a God a- 
morg Men. And when they lay, C1401 Fvres &v.F 220 770%, 


in the Shape of Men, we muſt not fo underſtand it, 


as if they believed, that the Gods had other Figure 


than Human even in Heaven it ſelf (for that was 


the received Doctrine of moſt of the Vulgar Hea- 
'then, and of ſome Sedts of Philoſophers too,) but 
:thar They, who in their own Nature were of a 
-more auguſt Stature and glorious Viſage had now 
contracted and debaſed themſelyes into the narrow- 


er Dimenſions and meaner Aſpects of mortal Men. 
Now when the Apoſtles heard of this intended Sa- 
crifice, they rent their cloaths and ran in among the people, 
crying out, 8&c. St. Chryſoſtom upon this place harh a 
very odd Expoſition. He enquires why Paul and 
Barnabas do now at laſt reprove the People, when 


the ' Prieſt and Victims were even at the Gates; 
and not preſently, when "they litr up their Voice 


and called them Gods : for which he 


*AXA* 8K iv 94T0 vdfiome dj- : 
209, 75 38 eixsle. rs epiy- affigns this reaſon, That becauſe they 


YyorTo* a ouro ufhv avrois 
> \ FP \ 
£7ud\ 5 tidy Ta ctu- 


EASY, 
wiſe, Thr ovirns *: the Apoſtles did nor then underſtand 


puSar Ta ludn avF. C 
ad loc. 


ſpoke Auxzoma, m the Lycaonian Tongue, 


them : but now they perceived their 
meaningb y the Oxen and the Garlands. Indeed 
it is very probable, that the Lycaonian Language 

| DES was 


from the F rame of the World. 13 


was very different from the Greek : as we may con- 

clude from Ephorus and Strabo that cites him, who zptorm a- 
make almolt all the Nations of Aſia Minor to be Bar- fb 1g 
barians; and from Stephanus Byzantius, who Aac- ,,,y, ye. 
quaints Us, that 22wl&,, a Juniper-tree, was called $7 
Nabez in the Speech of the Lycaomans, & Thi Av- 

xa» gi. But notwithſtanding we can by no 
means allow that the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles: 
ſhould be ignorant of that Language ; he that ſo 
ſolemnly affirms of himle!f, 1 thank my God, T ſpeak : cor. 14 
with Tongues more than you all. And yet at the firſt ** 
Eftuſion of this heavenly Gift, the dwellers in Cappa- Ads 2. 
docia, in Pontus and Aſia, Phrygia and Pamphylia (lome - 

of them near Neighbours to. the Lycaonians) heard 

the Apoſtles ſpeak in their ſeveral Tongues the wonderfull 

Works of God, And again, How could they have 
preached the Goſpel to the Lyſt11ans, if they did not ver. 7. 
uſe the common Language of the Country ? And 

to what purpoſe did they cry out and ſpeak to them, y,,_ 
if the Hearers could not apprehend ? or how could 

they by thoſe Sayings reſtrain the people from fa- ver. rs. | 
crificing ; it what they ſaid was not intelligible ? 

Bur it will be ascked, why then were the Apoſtles fo - 

flow and backward in reclaiming them ? and what 

can be anſwer'd to the Query of St. Chryſoſtom ?. 
When I conſider the circumſtances and nature of 

this affair, I am perſuaded they did not hear that 
diſcourſe 


ww : 4 Confutation of Atheiſm 
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diſcourſe of the people: For 1 can hardly conceive, 
that Men under ſuch apprehent1ons 25 che Lyſtrians 
then were, in the Jread Preſence and under the Ve- 
ry Nod of the almighty Jupiter, AOL AN Idol of 
Wood or Stone, but the "cal and very God (as the 
. Qotda- {themians made their Complement ©O Demetrints 
nor. Poliorcetes) ſhould exclaim in his ſight and hearing : 
5 by wy this, I-ſfay, ſeems not probable aor natural:; NOT 15 
theres, - affirm'd in the Text: but they might buzz and 
443 =; Whiſper 1t one tO another, and tacitly w! 


withdrawing 


dmowi- 5, O19 the preſence of the Apollles, chey then lift up 


Nav £5 
Tawio their voices and noile it about the City- © that 


F450 008 
Paul and Barnabas are bur juſt hen inform'd of 
their idolatrous deſign, when they Fent their Cloaths, 
and run in. among them, and expoſtulare with them ; 
Ver. 15. irs, why do ye theſe things* we alſo are men- of like paſ- 


aha Jo" with you ( 5140072956 VA 


(| Mortal men like your 
[mu feni- ſelves, as It 1S judicioully render'd in the ancient 


les vobi , . . . 
kw. Latin Verhon, ocherwiſe the Antitheſts 18 notſo plain: 


$0 Eir: For the Heathen Theology made even rhe Gods 


ox, If 1 . 
che com themſelves {ubject tO human paſſions and appetites, 
Teſſionin LO ANger, DOITO) Luſt, Hunger, Wounds, Lame- 
Gr. Wri- O 's hi b h 
Gr. Wii ceſs, 5c. And exempted them Irom nothing bur 
Ai Sher Death and Old AgF) and preach unto ot, that ye 
{4 ww G fhould turn from theſe vanities (1. e- Idols) unto the 
l apes Living God, which made Heaven and Earth and the Sea, 
4-1 : ; 4 - : 
Ofls. and al{things that are therem : who in times paſt JJeY- 
Hom - ed 
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ed all Nations to walk in their own ways : Tiavre Tz 9», 

not all Nations, but all the Heathen (the word Hea- 

then comes from #m) all the Gentiles, diſtinguiſhed 5: A8s 4. 

from the Jews, as the ſame words are t.2nflaced 35; 17. © 

Rom. 15. 11.and 2 Tim. 4. 17. and ought to have 0G 

been ſo, Rom. 1. 5. and 16. 26. but much more 

in our Text, which according to the preſent Verti- 

on ſeems to carry a very obſcure, it not erroneous 

meaning; bur by a true interpretation is very eafie 

and intelligible; That hicherto God had ſuffer'd all 

the Gentiles co walk in their own ways; and exce- 

pting the Jews only, whom he choſe far his own 

people and preſcribed them a Law, he permicted 

the.reft of Mankind to walk by the mere light of 

Nature without the affiſtance of Revelation: but 

that now in the fulneſs of time he had even to the 

Gentiles alſo ſent ſalvation and opened the door of faith, 

and granted repentance unto life. So that thele words 

of our Apoſtle are exactly co-incident with that fo 

much controverted paſlage in his diſcourſe to the 4 Nye 

thenians : And the (paſt) times of this ignorance (of =” 

the Gentile World) Godwinked at (or overlook d:) ....,a. 

but now commandeth all men every where to repent. And 

nevertheleſs even in that gloomy ſtate of Heathenilm, 

he left not himſelf without witneſs, in that he did good 

doavrmaey # 82gy3, always doing good from Heaven, 

which ſeems to be the genuine punctuation, and 
n= aa 
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SNaL 19 wnTAIYTD Is authorized by the Syriack Inter-. 


4 je <Atebgth ue -- preters) and gave us Ram. from Hea- 
that they read 4343 & f 
boar, Very S. Horar. No Ven and fruitfull Seaſons, filling our 


a miri faciat natura, Deos . b- | 
Co ed tn ent: doin hearts with food and gladneſs. Even 


teFo, 


the Gentiles might feel after him and 
find him; ſeeing that the admirable frame of Hea- 
ven and Earth and Sea, and the naunificent proviſion 
of food and ſuſtenance for his Creatures did com- 
petently ſet forth his Ecernal Power and Godhead ; 
ſo that (ſtupid Idolaters and) prophane - Atheiſts 
were then and always without excule :- which is the 
{cope of theſe Diſcourſes, | 
Our Adverlaries have uſed : the ſame methods 
to elude the preſent Argument from the Frame of. 
the. World, as they have done to evade the former 
from. the Origin of Mankind: Some have main- 
taind, That this World hath thus exiſted from all 
Eternity in its preſent form and condition: bur 0- 
thers do as ſtifly affirm, That the Forms of particu- 
lar Worlds are generable and- corruptible ; ſo that 
our preſent Syſtem cannot have ſuſtain'd an infinite 
Duration-already gone and expired : but however 
that Body in general, the common Baſis and Mat- 
ter of all Worlds and Beings, is ſelf-exiſtene and e- 
ternal ; which being naturally divided into innume- 
rable lictle particles or atoms, . eternally endued with. 
an ingenit and inſeparable power of Motion, IF 
tnEelr 
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their omnifarious concurſions and combinations 
and coalitions, there emergeth ſucceſſively (or at 
once, if Matter be infinite) an infinite number of 
Worlds ; and among the reſt aroſe this viſible com- 
_ plex Syſtem of Heaven and Earth : and thus far they 
do agree, but then they differ about the cauſe. and 
mode of the production of Worlds, ſome afcribing 
it to Fortune, and others to Mechaniſm or Nature. 
Indeed as for the Aſtrological Atheiſts, they will 
give us no trouble in the preſent diſpute ; becauſe 
they cannot from a peculiar Hypotheſes here, as they 
have done before about the Origination of Animals. 
For though ſome of them are ſo vain and ſencelels, 
as to pretend to a Thema Mundi, a calculated Scheme 
of the Nativity of our World : yet it exceeds even 
their abſurdity to ſuppoſe the Zodiack and Planets 
to be efficient of, and antecedent to themſelves; or 
to exert any influences, before they were in Being. 
So that to refute all poſlible Explications that the A- 
theiſts have or can propoſe, I ſhall proceed in this 
following method. 

[. Firft, I will prove it impoſſible that the pri- 
mary Parts of our World, the Sun and the Planets 
with their regular Motions and Revolutions, ſhould 
have ſubfiſted eternally inthe preſent or a like Frame 
and Condition, 
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H. Secondly, I will ſhew,. "That Matter abftra- 
Aly. and: abſolutely confider'd, cannot have born 
an Infinite Duration now paſt and expired ;, as alfa 
that Motion cannot have coexiſted Eternally, as an 
inherent Property and eſſential Attribute of the Arhe- 
iſt's God, Matter. 

IIT. Thirdly, That, though we allow them, 
that Univerſal Matter hath endured from everlaft- 
ing, divided into infinite Particles in the Epicurean 
way,. and that Motion hath been coxzval and coe- 
ternal with it: yet theſe Particles or Atoms could 
never of themſelves, by omnifarious kinds of Mo- 
tion, whether fortuitous or Mechanical, have fallen 
or. been dispoſed into this or 4 like viſible Syſtem ; 
though a ſuppoſed infinite Duration of the Atoms 
and their. Motions ſhould already be expired and 

nc. 

IV. And Fourthly, 4 poſteriori, That the Order - 
and Beauty of the Inanimate Parts of the World, 
the diſcernible Ends and Final Cauſes of them, the 
7» BeAzior, or a Meliority above what was neceflary 
to: be, do evince by a reflex Argument, .That it is the 
Product and Workmanſhip, not of blind Mecha- 
niſm or blinder Chance ; but of. an intelligent and 
benign Agent, who by his excellent Wiſdom made the 
Heavens and Earth: and gives Rains and fruitful Sea- 
ons for te ſervice of Man. 


L. And 
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We will readily concede, that a thing may be truly 
End. For ſo we affirm Human Souls to be Im- 


atime when they were Nothing; and therefore their: 
Infinite Duration will always be bounded at one. 


though they be limited at one end by the preſent- 
Revolution, may nevertheleſs have been Inhaite 


is only potentially Infinite: for Their Eternity con-- 
fiſts only inan endleſs capacity of Continuance with-- 


it ſhall be true, that ſuch a Soul. hath then actually: 


Infinite Duration will by the very Suppoſirion be li- 
mited at two extremes, though never {o remote A- 


T. And Firft, That the preſent or a ike Frame” 
of the World hath not ſubfiſted from Everlaſting. 


Erernal, though its Duration be terminated at one. 
morrtal and. Eternal, though is & # jozwr, there was- 
Extreme by that firſt beginning of Exiſtence. So. 


that, for. ought appears as yet;. the Revolutions. 
of 'the. Earth: and other Planets abour the Sun,. 


and Eternal without any beginning. - But- the-we: 
muſt conſider, that this Duration of Human Souls. 


out-ever ceaſing to. be, in a boundleſs. Futurity that- 
can never be exhauſted,. or all of: ic be paſt and. 
preſent : But their Duration can- never be- poſttively-' 
and aFually Eternal; becauſe it is moſt manileſt,. 
that. no Moment can ever be affigned, wherein 


ſuſtain'd an Infinite. Duration. For 'that ſuppoſed. 


ſunder; 
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ſunder ; and conſequently muſt needs be Finite. 
| Wherefore the true Nature and Notion of a Soul's 
Eternity is this: That the fucure moments of its 
- Duration can never be all paſt and preſent; bur ſtill 
there will bea Futurity and Potentiality of more for 
ever and ever. So that we evidently perceive, from 
this inftance of a Soul, That what-ever ſucceffive 
Duration, - ſhall be bounded at one end, and be all 
paſt and preſent, mult come infinitely ſhort of Tnfini- 
ty. Which neceſlarily evinceth, That the preſent 
.or a like World can never have been Eternal ; 
- or that there cannot have been Infinice paſt Re- 
volutions of a Planer about a Sun. For this fup. 
poſed Infinity is terminated at one extreme -by 
the preſent Revolution, and all the other Revoluti- 
.ons are confeſſedly paſt; {othat the whole Duration 
is bounded at one end, and all paſt and preſent; 
.and therefore cannot have been Infanite, by what 
was proved before. Andthis will ſhew us the-vaſt 
.difference between the falſe ſucceſſive Eternity-back- 
-wards, and the real one ro come. For, conſider 
the preſent Revolution of the Earth, as the Bound 
_.and'Confine of them both. | God Almighty, if he 
ſo pleaſeth, may continue this Motion to perpetui- 
.ty- in Infinite Revolutions to come: becauſe Futuri- 
ty is inexhauſtible, and can never be all ſpent and 
Tun-out by paſt and preſent moments, Bur then, if 
| we 
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we look backwards from this preſent Revolution, 
we do apprehend the impoſlibility of infinite Revo- 
lutions on. that ſide: becaule all are already paſt, and 
ſo were-once actually preſent, and conſequently are 
finite, by the argument before, For ſurely we can- 
not conceive a Prexteritneſs (if I may fay ſo) till 
backwards in infinitum, that never was preſent :. as 
we can an endleſs futurity, that never will be .pre 
ſent. So that though one is potentially infinite ; yer 
nevertheleſs the other is poſitively finite. Ang 
though this Reaſoning doth neceſlarily. conclude a- 
gainit the paſt infinite duration of all ſucceflive Mo- 
tion and mutable Beings; yet it. doth not ar all at- 
fect the eternal Exiſtence- of the adorable Divinity, 
in whoſe invariable nature there-is no Paſt nor Fu- - 
cure | who isomnipreſent: not only as-to Space, . but - 
as to Duration; and with reſpect ' to ſuch Omni- - 
preſence it! is' certain and manifeſt, that Succeſſion 
and Motion are mere impoſlibilities and repugnant . 
in:the 'very terms. fo i 090 9 2 ate 
And Secondly, though what hath been now ſaid, . 
hath given us fo clear a view of the nature of fuc- 
ceflive Duration, as to make more Arguments need- 
leſs: yet I ſhall here briefly ſhew, how. our Adverſa- 
ries Fypotheſis doth' without any outward oppofition 
CE confute-it (elf. - For let us ſappole infl- 
nite Revolutions of the Earth about the Sun- tobe 
DS already 
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already gone and expired: I take it to be ſelf-evi. 
dent ; that, if None of thoſe paſt Revolutions has 
been infinite ages ago, all the Revolutions pur to- 
gether cannot make up the duration of infinite ages, 
It follows therefore from this ſuppoſition, that there 
may be ſome one aſſignable Revolution among 
them, that is at an infinite diſtance from the pre- 
ſent. But it is ſelf-evident likewiſe, that no one 
paſt Revolution can be infinitely diſtant from the 
preſent : for then an infinite or unbounded Dura- 
tion may be bounded at two extremes by two An- 
nual Revolutions ; which is abſurd and a contra- 
diction. And again, upon the ſame ſuppoſition. of 
an eternal paſt Duration of the World, and of infi- 
nite Annual Revolutions of the Earth about the 
Sun ; I would ask concerning the Monthly Revolu- 
tions of the Moon about the Earth, or the diurnal 
ones of the Earth upon its one Axis, both which by 
the very Hypotheſis are coxval with the former ; 
whether theſe alſo have been finite or infinite ? 
Not finite to be ſure; becauſe then a finite number 
would be greater than an infinite, as 12 or 365 
are more than an Unit. Nor infinite neither ; for 
then two or three Infinites would exceed one ano- 
ther: as a Year exceeds a Month, or both exceed a 
Day. So that both ways the Suppolitioa is repug- 
nant and impoſiible, Es : 

on And 
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And Thirdly, the Arguments already uſed, from Serm. II 


the gradual Increaſe of Mankind, from the known 
Plantations of moſt Countries, from the recent In. 
vention of Letters and Arts, exc. do conclude as 
forcibly againft che Ecernity of the World, as againſt 
infinite Generations of Human Race. For if the 
preſent Frame of the Earth be ſuppoſed eternal ; by 
the ſame notion they make Mankind to have been 
coeternal with it. For otherwiſe this eternal Earth, 
after ſhe had been eternally barren and delolate, 
mult at laſt have ſpontaneouſly produced Mankind, 
without new cauſe from without, or any alterati- 
on in her own texture : which is ſo grols an abſurdi- 
ty, that even no Atheiſt hath yet affirmed it. So 
that it evidently follows, that if Mankind had a be- 
ginning ; the preſent Form of the Earth, and there- 
fore the whole Syſtem of the World had a begin- 
ning allo. | 
Which being proved and eſtabliſhed; we are 
now enabled to give anſwers to ſome bold Queries 
and Objections of Atheiſts ; That ſeeing God is de- 
ſcribed as a Being infinitely powerfull and perfect: 
ly good ; and that theſe Attributes were eſlenrial to 
him from all Ecernity ; why did nothe by his Pow- 
er for the more ample communication of his Good- 
nels create the World eternally, if he created it ar 


all ? or at leaſt, many Millions of Ages ago before 
chis 
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chis ſhort ſpan of duration of five or ſix thouſand 
Years? To the firſt we reply, That, ſeeing we 
have diſcover'd an intrinſecal and natural impoſſi- 


'biliry, that a ſucceſſive Duration ſhould be actual. 


ly eternal ; it is no leſs than a contradiction to it 
ſelf, thar the World ſhould be created from ever- 
laſting: and cherefore it is no affront to the Divine 
Omnipotence, if by reaſon of the formal incapacity 
and repugnancy of the thing, we averr that the 
World could not poſſibly have been made from- 
all Erernity, even by God himſelf.. Which gives 
an anſwer to the ſecond Queſtion, why created ſo- 
lately 2 For if it be impoſſible to have been created. 
eternally ; there can no inſtant be aſſigned for its- 
Creation in Time, though never ſo many Myriads. 
and Millions of- years fince, but the ſame Query 
might be put, Why but now, and Why fo late ?. 
For even before that remoter period God was eter- 
nally exiſtent, and might have made the World as 
many Myriads of Ages ſtill backwards before That :- 
and conſequently this Objeftion is abſurd and un-. 
reaſonable. For elle if it was good and allowable, 
it would eternally hinder God from exerting his. 
Creative Power : becauſe: he could never make a. 
World fo early, at any given Moment ; but it might 
truly be ſaid he could have created it ſooner. Or- 
f they think that there.may be a Sooneſt Inſtant of- 
pollible 
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poſſible Creation : yer ſeeing that all Inſtants have 
an equal pretence to it in humane apprehenſion, 
why may not this receat production of the World, 
according to Sacred Authority, be ſuppoſed to be 
that Sooneſt ? at leaſt it may make that Claim” 
to it, that cannot be baffled by ſuch Arguments, 
as equally conclude againſt all Claims, againſt any 
conceivable Beginning of the World. 

And ſo when they profanely ask, Why did not 
this ſuppoſed Deity, it he really made the Heavens, 
make them boundleſs and immenſe, a fic and ho- 
nourable Manſion for an infinite and incomprehen- 
{ible Being ? or at leaſt vaſtly more ample and 
magnificent, than this narrow Cottage of a World? 
we may make them this anſwer ; Firſt, that ir is 
impoſſible and a contradiction, that a created 
World ſhould be immenſe ; becaule it is the nature 
of Space and Motion; that they can never be actu- 
ally and poſitively infinite : they have a power on- 
ly and a capacity of being increaſed without end; 
ſo that no Space can be aſſigned ſo vaſt, but till a 
larger may be imagin'd ; no Motion ſo {wifc or lan- 
guid, but a greater Velocity or Slowneſs may ſtill 
be conceived ; no politive Duration of it ſo long, 
than which a more laſting may not be ſuppoſed. 
From whence ſecondly it follows ; that, thougn 


che World was a million of times more ſpacious 
D 2 and 
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and ample, than even Aſtronomy ſuppoſes it ; or 
yet another million bigger than that, and ſo on in 
infinite progreſſion ; yer ftill they might make the 
ſame Exception world without end. For leeing: 
that God Almighty can do all that is pofible ; and 
Space hath always a poſſibility of being enlarged: 
indefinitely : he could never create ſo ample a 
World, but {till it would be true, that he could 
have made a bigger ; the fcecundity of his Crearive 
Power never growing barren nor being exhauſted. 
Now what might always be an exception againſt 
all poſſible Worlds, can never be a juſt one againſt 
any whatſoever. 

And when they ſcoffingly demand, Why would: 
this imaginary Omnipotence make ſuch mean 
pieces of Workmanfhip ? what an indigent and 
impotent thing is his principal Creature Man ? 
would not boundleſs Beneficence have communi- 
cated his divine Perfe&tions in the moſt eminent de- 
grees ?: they may receive this reply, That we are far 
trom ſuch arrogance, as to pretend to the higheſt 
dignity, and be the chief of the whole Creation ; 
we believe an inviſible World and a Scale of Spiri- 
tual Beings all nobler than our ſelves: nor yet are 
we ſo low and baſe as the » Atheiſm would depreſs 
us; not walking Statues f Clay, not the Sons of 
brute Earth, whoſe final Inheritance is Death and 
| Corruption:;. 
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Corruption ; we carry the image of God in us, a 
rational and. immortal Soul; and though we be 
now miſerable and feeble, yer we aſpire after eter- 
nal happineſs, and firmly expect a great exaltation 
of all our natural powers. Bur farther, we affirm, 
That whatſoever was or can be made, whether 
Angels or Archangels, Cherubims or Seraphims, whe- 
ther Thrones or Dominions or Principalities or Powers, 
all the glorious Hoſt of Heaven, muſt needs be fi- 


nite and imperfe&t and dependant Creatures: and 


God out of the exceeding greatneſs of his power is (till 
able, without end, to create higher Claſſes of Be- 
ings. 
a Almighty? or what can we aſſign for the 
Higheſt of all poſſible finite Perfetions? There can 
be no ſuch thing or notion, as an almoſt Infinite: 
there can be nothing Next or Second to an omni- 


For where canwe puta ſtop to the Efficacy: 


potent God : Nec viget quicquam fimile aut ſecundum 5 1uw,s.Cax; 
as the Heathen-Poer ſaid excellently well of the ſup- * '*: 


poſed Father of Gods and Men. The infinite Di- 
ſtance between the Creator and the nobleſt of all 
Creatures can never be meaſured nor exhauſted by 
endleſs addition of finite degrees. So that no actu- 
al Creature can-ever be the moſt perfect of all pol: 
ſible Creation. Which ſhews the folly of this Que- 
ry, that might always be demanded, let things be 
as they will; that would impiouſly and ablurdly 
attempt 
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attempt to tie the Arm of Omnipotence from do- 
ing any thing at all, becauſe it .can never do its 
'Utmoſt. 


IL. I proceed now to the Second Propoſition, 
That neither Matter univerſally and abſtractly con- 
-fider'd, nor Motion can have endurcd a paſt Eterni- 
ty. And to this I ſhall ſpeak the more briefly ; 
-not only becauſe it is an abſtruſe and metaphyſical 
'Speculation ; bur alſo of far leſs moment and con- 
ſequence to 1s than the others: ſeeing that withour 
-this we can evince the Exiſtence of God from the 
Origin and Frame of the Univerſe. For if the pre- 
ſent or a like Syſtem of the World cannot poſſibly 
have been eternal, by the firſt Propoſition; and if 
without God it could neither naturally nor fortui- 
touſly emerge out of a Chaos, by the third Propo- 
ſition; we muft neceſlarily have recourſe to a Dei- 
ty, as the Contriver and Maker of Heaven and 
Earth ; whether we ſuppoſe he created them our 
of Nothing, or had the Materials ready eternally 
-to his hand. But nevertheleſs, becauſe we are ve- 
rily perſuaded of the truth of this Article, we ſhall 
briefly aſſign ſome reaſons of our Belief in theſe fol. 
lowing Particulars. 

Firſt, Ic is no Contradiftion, that Matter ſhould 


be produced out of Nothing. It is urged as an 
Univerſal 
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Univerſal Maxim ; that nothing can procced from 
Nothing. Now this we readily allow ; and yet 
it will prove nothing againſt the Poſlibility of Cre- 
ation. For when they. fay, Nothing from No- 


thing ; they muſt ſo underſtand it, 


as excluding all 


Cauſes, both material and efficient. In which 
ſence it is moſt evidently and infallibly true : be- 
ing equivalent to this propolition; that nothing can 


make it ſelf, or, Nothing cannot 


bring its no-ſelf 


out of non-entity into Something. Which only 
proves thus much, That Matter: did not produce 


it ſelf, or that all Subſtances did not emerge out of 


an Univerſal Nothing. Now who-ever talked at 
thac rate? We do not create the World from No- 


thing and by Nothing; we aſlert a 
have been the Efficient Cauſe of it. 


ation of the World out of Nothing by Something ;.; 


n eternal God to 
So that a Cre- 


and by that Something, that includes in-its Nature 
a neceflary Exiſtence and perfe&tion of Power ; is 


certainly no Contradi&ion : .nor o' 
y = 


ppoſes that com- 


mon Maxim. Whence it manifeſt 


Y follows, That 


ſeeing God may do any thing, that implies not a- 


Contradidtion ;. if there be ſuch an 
he: may have created Matter out 


Effence as God, 
of nothing, 'or 


given That an Exiſtence, that had no Being be- 


fore. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Some Things have been aFtually cre- 


Sm. IT. ated our of Nothing, In a former Diſcourſe we 


have proved ſufficiently, that Human Souls are 
not mere modification of Matter, bur real and ſpi- 
ritual Subſtances, that have as true an Exiſtence, as 
our very Bodies themlelves. Now no man in his 
wits can ſeriouſly think, that his own Soul hath ex- 
iſted from all Eternity ; not the Stuff or Matter of 
it, for it is no compound Being ; not the perſona- 
liry of it, as I appeal to Common Senſe; and if a 
man could believe, that his perſonal Soul hath been 
from everlaſting, ſuch an Opinion would be as 
deſtructive to Atheiſm, as to concede the contrary 
now. Sothat the ſpiritual Souls of Men have con- 
feſſedly been produced out of Nothing. But if 
God hath a&ually created thoſe intelligent Subſtan- 
ces, that have ſuch Nobility and Excellency above 
brute ſenſeleſs Matter ; *ris pervicaciouſneſs to de- 
ny, that he created Matter alſo : unleſs neceſſary 
Exiſtence be included in the very Eflence and Idea 
of Matter. 
Thirdly, Matter doth not include in its Nature 
a neceſlity of Exiſtence. Human Souls, as is pro- 
ved before, have been actually created, and con- 
ſequently have not neceſſary Exiſtence included in 
their Eſſence. Now can believe, that my ſpiritual 
Soul, that underſtands and judges and invents, _=> 
at 
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hath notwithſtanding a dependent and precarious 
Being ; while the Particles of this dead Ink and 
Paper have been neceſlarily eternal and uncreate? 
"Tis againſt natural reaſon ; and no one while he 
contemplates an individual Body, can diſc. :n ſuch 
a neceſlity. But men have been taught to -Iclieve, 
that Extenſion or Space, and Body are the lelf- 
ſame thing : ſo that becauſe they cannot imagine, 
how Space can either begin or ceaſe to exiſt; they 
preſently conclude, that extended infinite Matter 
muſt needs eternally have a Being. But I ſhall 
fully prove hereafter, that Body and Space or Di- 
ſtance are quite different things, and that a Vacui- 
ty is interſperſed among the Particles of Matter, 
and ſuch a one as hath a vaſtly larger Extenſion, 
than all che Matter of the Univerſe. Which now 
being ſuppoſed ; they muſt abſtract their Imagina- 
tion from that falſe infinite Extenfion, and conceive 
one. Particle of Matter ſurrounded on all ſides with 
vacuity, and contiguous to no other Body. So 
that all other Matter is divided and diſtin&t from 
it, by the very ſuppoſition. And hence it appears, 
that whereas formerly they fanſied an immenſe 
boundleſs Space, as an homogeneous One; which 
great Individual they believed might deſerve the At- 
tribute of neceſſary Exiſtence: Now the whole 
Queſtion is about one ſolitary Atom, that hath no 
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dependence on the reſt of the World; and is. no 
more ſuſtained in Being by other Matter, than ir 
could be created by it; whether this poor Atom, 
ſluggiſh and unactive as it is, doth involve Nece(- 
ſity of Exiſtence (the firſt and higheſt of all perfecti- 
ons) in its particular nature and notion? I dare pre- 
ſame for the Negative in the judgments of all ſeri. 
ous men. And I obſerve the Fpicureans take much 
pajns to convince us, that in natural corruptions 
and difſolutions, Atoms are not reduced to No- 
thing ; which ſurely would be needleſs, if the ve- 
ry Idea of Atoms imported - Self-exiſtence. ' And 
yet if one Atom do not include ſo much in its No- 
tion and Eſſence; all Atoms put together, that is, 
all the Matter of the Univerſe'does not include it. 
So that upon the whole, matter, ſeeing that Creati- 
on is no contradiction, rthar God hack cercainly 
created nobler Subſtances. than Matter, and that 
Matter is not neceſſarily eternal; itis moſt reaſona- 
bleto believe, that the eternal and Self-exiſtent God 
created the material World alſo, and produced- it 

out of Nothing. | 
And Fourthly, it will, be allowed as true, by all 
thoſe that can reach theſe Speculations ; That what- 
ſaever hath not neceſlarily an eternal ſelf-exiſtence 
included in its very Nature and Definition, (which 
we have proved Matter. hath- not) cannot. _ 
een 
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been a&ually ſelf-exiſtent from Eternity : ſo that 


finally, there is not only a great inducement from 
its probability and reaſonableneſs, but a down- 
right Neceſſity of admitting the Creation of the 
World. 

And then Fifthly, as to Motion, that we may 
wave ſome Metaphyſical Arguments, which de- 
monſtrate that Local Motion cannot be poſitively 
eternal ; we ſhall only obſerve in rwo Words; 
That if Matter be not <&tlentially eternal, as we have 
ſhewed before ; much leis can Motion be, that is 
but the adjunct and accident of ir. Nay though 
we ſhould concede an Eternity to Matter ; yet 
why muſt Motion be cozval with it? which is not 
only not inherent and eflential to Matter; but may 
be produced and deſtroyed at the pleaſure of free A- 
gents : both which are flatly repugnant to an eter- 
nal and neceſiary Duration. I am aware, how 
ſome have aflerted that the ſame quantity of Mo- 
tion is always kept up in the World ; which may 
ſeem to favour the Opinion of its infinite Dura- 
tion : but that fancy doth ſolely depend upon an 
abſolute Plenum; which being refuted in my next, it 
will then appear how abſurd and falſe that con- 
ceit- is, how eaſily diſproved from the Motive 
power of Souls embodied, and the gradual in- 
creaſe 
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creaſe of Men and other Animals, and many 
Arguments beſides. Therefore let this alſo be 
concluded, That Motion cannot have ſubſiſted 
in an infinite paſt Duration: Which was the thing 
to be proved. 


